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Logan Municipal Council  Logan, Utah         March 3, 2009 
 
 Minutes of the meeting of the Logan Municipal Council convened in regular 
session on Tuesday, March 3, 2009 at 5:30 p.m. in the Logan Municipal Council 
Chambers, 255 North Main, Logan, Utah, Chairman Laraine Swenson conducting. 
 
 Council members present: Laraine Swenson, Stephen C. Thompson, Tami W. 
Pyfer, Jay Monson and Herm Olsen. Administration present: Mayor Randy Watts, City 
Attorney Kymber Housley and City Recorder Teresa Harris.  
 
 OPENING CEREMONY.  Logan resident Gary Joy offered the opening prayer 
and led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 
Chairman Swenson welcomed those present. There were 15 citizens in the 

audience at the beginning of the meeting.  
 
Meeting Minutes.  Minutes of the Council meeting from February 17, 2009 were 

reviewed and approved. 
 
Meeting Agenda.  The meeting agenda was approved. Chairman Swenson 

announced at tonight’s meeting there would be two public hearings regarding a proposed 
resolution approving an adjustment to golf course rates at the Logan River Golf Course 
and budget adjustments.  

 
QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FOR MAYOR AND COUNCIL.    
No questions or comments for the Mayor or Council from the audience.  
 
MAYOR/ STAFF REPORTS. 
 
 MAYOR – RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL CHILD ABUSE 
PREVENTION MONTH – CHILD AND FAMILY SUPPORT CENTER.  
 
Esterlee Molyneux from the Child and Family Support Center addressed the council and 
announced that April 2009 is Child Abuse Prevention Month. The Center has been open 
since 1982 and their mission is to strengthen families and protect children. They have a 
24 hour nursery for parents who need assistance with their children. Last year alone they 
had over 3,000 children come to the nursery. They do not charge for their services and 
they are available for the entire community. At this time a DVD presentation was shown 
with information and services the Center offers to the community.  
 
Mayor Randy Watts read a proclamation recognizing April 2009 as Child Abuse 
Prevention Month.   
 
 MAYOR – YOUTH CITY COUNCIL UPDATE – LAUREN AGUILAR 
AND WHITNEY JENSEN.  
 
Lauren Aguilar, Mayor of the Youth City Council reported that during the month of 
January the council toured the Deseret Industries and learned how their business operates.  
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They unloaded boxes and sorted donations. They are always looking for new projects to 
do and asked the City Council for any ideas they might have in the future.  
 
Whitney Jensen, Recorder of the Youth City Council reported that during the month of 
February the council made Valentine cards for patients at Logan Regional Hospital.  
 
MAYOR RANDY WATTS. 
 
Mayor Watts gave an update on the stimulus package. He announced an additional 
$150,000 is coming forward for CDBG projects and disbursement.  
 
The 100 East project was to be funded by the County road tax and money is now coming 
from the stimulus package to enhance the 100 East project and the County road tax 
dollars will go back to the Council for dispersement for the City and County. 
 
Public Works Director Mark Nielsen said the amount coming back is 2.8 million which 
will cover our required overruns on 100 East based on the current cost of the project 
versus the federal funding, we will still need to use County road tax money. We will have 
to do a 7% match which is $200,000. Stimulus money cannot replace any federal funding 
and that is the reason for the 7% match.  
 
Mayor Watts stated the 100 East project will address the bridge and East of the 
Riverwoods project going out to Providence Lane. 
 
Mayor Watts also said that he recently met with Mike Pepper who is an engineering 
consultant working with UDOT on the 10th West project. They are moving ahead to 
finish the environmental study and will bring the 10th West issue back to the City Council 
with an update answering all the concerns from the neighborhood.  
 
Councilmember Pyfer asked if funding for the 10th West project is coming from the State 
of Utah or from stimulus funding? 
 
Mayor Watts responded that if UDOT is willing to finish the environmental study then 
the 40 million dollars for construction will move forward to the 10th West/2500 North 
project. The State will likely fund the project possibly through stimulus money.   
 
Chairman Swenson asked about the purchase of the 17 homes along 10th West and are 
those homes included in this amount?  
 
Mr. Nielsen added that on 10th West, UDOT’s plan does not include the purchase of these 
homes.   
 
Councilmember Thompson said the 40 million dollars was not enough to finish the road 
and the purchase of the homes is not included.  
 
Councilmember Pyfer said the 10th West neighborhood is preparing a letter which they 
will present to the City Council at the March 17, 2009 council meeting asking for support 
in the purchase of these homes.   
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COUNCIL BUSINESS.  
 
Meeting Schedule.  Chairman Swenson announced that regular council meetings would 
be held the first and third Tuesdays of the month at 5:30 p.m. The next regular council 
meeting is Tuesday, March 17, 2009.  
 
Chairman Swenson announced that the Envision Cache Valley workshop will be held in 
Logan this Thursday, March 5, 2009 at the Mount Logan Middle School from 6:00-8:30 
p.m. Other workshops are scheduled throughout the community on different dates and 
she encouraged everyone to participate.  
 
ACTION ITEMS: 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: Consideration of a proposed resolution approving an 
adjustment to golf course rates at the Logan River Golf Course – 09-20.  
 
Parks & Recreation Director Russ Akina and Human Resource’s Greg Cox addressed the 
council regarding the proposed resolution and the health benefits of employees using the 
golf course.  
 
Mr. Cox stated the health management program is ongoing and the employee golf pass 
was introduced last year as an incentive. The golf pass is offered to employees who 
participate in the health and wellness program. The cost has been countered with the 
increase of non city employees who are golfing with city employees and purchasing golf 
equipment and food. There are 130 employees who applied for a golf pass last year, 97 
employees actually used the pass, the average use was twice per week.   
 
Councilmember Thompson stated he doesn’t feel that enough data has been provided to 
track the costs associated with employees receiving a golf pass.  He would like to know 
how many people bought golf packages at the pro shop and the true costs. 
 
Mr. Cox responded there could be lost revenue but that is a number he doesn’t have at 
this time. There has been increased usage at the golf course and driving range. The golf 
course could have a system to track the costs of a paying customer golfing with a city 
employee.  
 
Mayor Watts feels if the City can prevent even one employee from having surgery or a 
serious illness then these incentives are worth it. The golf course is only one piece of the 
wellness program and shows the employee that the administration is willing to stand 
behind them and use the golf course as an incentive for staying healthy and active. 
Mr. Cox said he will meet with Golf Pro Jeff John and set up a tracking system for this 
coming year and collect additional data.  
 
Councilmember Thompson said the City has subsidized the golf course heavily over the 
years and he is happy we have rate increased but we also need to ask questions and get 
down to the cost of service.  
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Councilmember Monson mentioned there is a decrease every year from the subsidy the 
City gives the golf course and soon they will be self sustaining.  
 
Mr. Cox mentioned there is funding available in the wellness program that can be given 
to the golf course if needed but Jeff John said that is not needed. He said 75% of City 
employees have signed up for the wellness program. Those who aren’t signed up for the 
program pay $25 to $50 more per month for their health insurance.  
 
Mayor Watts offered to have City employees who have benefited from the wellness 
program report to the Council on their success with exercise and eating better. He feels 
this program is valuable and needed for the future wellbeing of the City’s health 
insurance and the direction the program is going.  
 
Chairman Swenson suggested those success stories could be e-mailed to the City 
Council.  
 
Chairman Swenson opened the meeting to a public hearing. The proposed fee increases 
are as follows:  
 
An 18-hole Adult Green Fee (without cart) from $23.00 to $26.00. 
An 18-hole Adult Green Fee (with golf cart) from $35.00 to $38.00. 
Driving Range Large Bucket from $7.00 to $8.00. 
Driving Range Regular Bucket from $3.50 to $4.00. 
 
As there were no comments the hearing was closed. 
 
ACTION. Motion by Councilmember Monson, seconded by Councilmember Pyfer to 
approve Res. 09-20 as presented. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: Budget Adjustments FY 2009-10 appropriating: $16,274 for 
Fire Department grant; $310,427 to appropriate funds from a damage settlement 
for a dysfunctional engineering capacitor bank design at the Green Canyon 
substation in 2005; $160,000 for renovations of the new Municipal Justice Court; 
$550,000 for the purchase of a building lot for the Municipal Justice Court – 09-24. 
 
Finance Director Rich Anderson reported that capital projects delayed to pay for the 
$160,000 renovation of the new court are the seismic stability study of the Service 
Center, a new roof and other projects. With the current economic situation he would still 
recommend these projects be delayed until the economy improves.   
 
Councilmember Thompson inquired about a new roof for the Service Center and asked 
wouldn’t a new roof make the building more energy efficient.  
 
Mr. Anderson responded yes, it could be more energy efficient but most of the building is 
an open area so it would help minimally. These projects and others will be delayed 
because there aren’t enough funds in reserve until annual capital contributions come back 
and the economy improves.  
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With the expansion of City Hall and the Justice Center being one building the increase in 
utilities is $100,000 based on square footage and being a LEEDS certified building this is 
the estimated cost. The Justice Court building itself is estimated at $118,000 for utilities 
and $15,000 for annual maintenance. A portion of revenues from the Justice Court will 
pay for these costs and it will be a stand alone building going forward. Costs are 
controlled by the State of Utah.  
 
Councilmember Pyfer inquired what fund the $550,000 will come from for the purchase 
of the building? 
 
Mr. Anderson explained the $550,000 for the building will come from the library fund 
reserve.  
 
Chairman Swenson asked about the maintenance of the library building. 
 
Mr. Anderson explained that the library will pay their own maintenance and funds have 
been set aside. Over a period of time the library will become self sustaining.  
 
Chairman Swenson opened the meeting to a public hearing. 
 
As there were no comments Chairman Swenson closed the public hearing.  
 
ACTION. Motion by Councilmember Pyfer, seconded by Councilmember Monson to 
approve Res. 09-24 as presented. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
WORKSHOP ITEMS:  
 
Richard Anderson – Budget Adjustment FY 2009-10 appropriating: $40,000 for 
increased credit card fees due to increased use of online bill pay for utility bill 
customers – 09-25. 
 
Finance Director Rich Anderson explained that more utility payments are being made 
online but there are fees associated with paying online which requires an increase of 
$40,000 to cover the fees. The reason the City does not accept American Express or 
Discover is they have higher processing fees. Automatic bill pay is an option, it works 
well and there is no fee. There is a reduced fee for those who use debit cards.   
 
Chairman Swenson asked if there is a way to incentivize those who use automatic bill 
pay and charge more to those who use debit or other credit cards.  
 
Mr. Anderson responded we do have that ability but we haven’t exercised it because it 
will discourage use and is confusing to people.    
 
Councilmember Monson said that online or automatic bill pay does save money.  
 
Councilmember Pyfer agreed that we should an incentive or give a discount to those who 
use automatic bill pay.    
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Mr. Anderson feels that for now we have a good mix and he looks forward to the future 
and reducing costs.  
 
This resolution will be an action item at the March 17, 2009 council meeting.  
 
Herm Olsen – Proposed Repeal of Biking Ordinance.  
 
Councilmember Olsen said that between 500 North and Main and 200 South and Main 
(downtown area) it is technically illegal to ride a bicycle on the sidewalk. His perception 
is this ordinance was passed during the day when there was high pedestrian traffic on 
Main Street and it was a danger to pedestrians. He feels times have changed and there 
isn’t high pedestrian traffic and people are not walking on the sidewalks like they used to 
in the past. There are 40,000 vehicles that travel on Main Street and the probability of an 
injury to a biker on the road with 40,000 vehicles is higher than a bicycle on the sidewalk 
encountering a pedestrian. He suggested this ordinance be repealed.   
 
Councilmember Monson asked how this will be enforced. He feels that walking on the 
USU campus is very dangerous with the students riding their bicycles and all the 
pedestrian traffic.  
 
Councilmember Olsen said that riding a bike on the USU campus is different than riding 
on the sidewalk in the downtown area because of the high volume of students walking to 
and from class.  
 
Councilmember Pyfer said that she used to ride her bike on the sidewalk and when she 
came to the areas that riding on the sidewalk was not allowed she would get off her bike 
and walk with it.  The issues aren’t only related to pedestrians but also to bicyclists who 
might be hit by cars that are crossing over the sidewalks going into the side streets.    
 
Councilmember Thompson asked is it illegal to use a mechanized wheelchair on the 
sidewalk in these areas because they are not in compliance with this ordinance?  
 
City Attorney Housley said that he feels because there is less pedestrian traffic makes it 
more dangerous and that pedestrians and bicycles are not a good mix. Bicycles are 
expected on the street but not on the sidewalk.    
 
Councilmember Olsen said that theoretically drivers expect bicycles on the road but 
drivers don’t see or watch out for motorcycle’s or bicycles like they should. Depending 
on the time of day he will ride on the sidewalk in high traffic areas.   
 
Councilmember Monson asked about the bicycle plan from the CMPO that outlines bike 
lanes avoiding Main Street and showing alternate routes.  
 
Chairman Swenson said there is a downtown plan that includes a transportation 
component and this would be where the bicycles issue should be addressed.   
 
Councilmember Olsen talked with the Chamber of Commerce and the Downtown 
Alliance. The Chamber supports the idea of changing the ordinance. They have bike 
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racks outside their building that are used often. Other businesses in the downtown area 
have bike racks and sell bikes.   
 
City Attorney Housley said that speaking from personal experience he rode his bike to 
work everyday.  He rode in the street and avoided Main Street. He stayed on the side 
roads and only crossed Main Street when necessary.  
 
Chairman Swenson suggested this issue be discussed with the Downtown Alliance again 
and include in transportation planning.   
 
Councilmember Thompson would support a change to this ordinance and feels there are 
safety concerns that should be addressed. If we want to have a true “green society” we 
should encourage people to ride their bikes and do all we can not to have barriers for 
bikers. He feels this issue should be explored further.  
 
OTHER CONSIDERATIONS:  
 
Councilmember Monson asked about boards and their policy of reappointing board 
members and what should a board term limit be.   
 
City Attorney Housley suggested that City Recorder Teresa Harris prepare information 
on the bylaws for boards and term limits.   
 
Mayor Watts said that a lot of the board appointments come through his office and he 
contacts people to see if they would like to serve on a board. Several reappointments are 
made because people are willing to continue serving.  
 
Councilmember Thompson asked about the appointment to these boards and is the 
council a voting member and should the council or the mayor make the appointment to 
the boards. He feels the council should be more involved.  
 
Chairman Swenson would like to have two separate discussions regarding the board 
appointments, term limits and how involved should the council be regarding voting 
rights.  
 
Mayor Watts announced that June 6, 2009 is the 150 year that Logan was founded. He 
suggested the City do something to recognize this event. Councilmember Pyfer offered to 
serve on the planning committee and be the Chair of the committee along with 
Councilmember Monson. There is not a budget for this event. We will also ask for help 
from the community to help with the planning.   
 
ADJOURN TO MEETING OF THE REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY. 
 
Welcome – Laraine Swenson, Chair 
 
AGENDA 
 
ACTION ITEM: 
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PUBLIC HEARING: Consideration of a proposed resolution approving Agency 
Assistance in the Neighborhood Nonprofit Housing Corporation’s “Welcome Home: 
Own in Logan!” Program – 09-23 RDA 
 
Economic Development Director Kirk Jensen explained the proposed resolution and 
recommends that $15,000 be given to this program.  
 
Chairman Swenson opened the meeting to a public hearing.  
 
As there were no comments the hearing was closed.  
 
ACTION. Motion by Councilmember Pyfer, seconded by Councilmember Monson to 
approve Res. 09-23 RDA as presented. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
      There being no further business to come before the Council, meeting adjourned at 6:56 

p.m 
 
 
 
     Teresa Harris, City Recorder 


